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formed Cummings that his services were not needed in
the purchase of supplies. Nevertheless, Cummings drew
$160,000 out of the two-million fund and proceeded to
disburse the same. He first appointed a certain Captain
Comstock to charter or purchase vessels. Captain Corn-
stock went to Brooklyn, accompanied by a friend, and
inspected a steamer appropriately named the Catiline,
which he found could be bought for $18,000. Before he
made his report to Cummings, the friend who accom-
panied him suggested to another friend named John E.
Develin that there was a chance to make some money "by
good management/' Comstock at the same time assured
Colonel D. D. Tompkins, of the Quartermaster's Depart-
ment, that the ship was worth $50,000. Comstock testi-
fied that he was sent for by Thurlow Weed to come to the
Astor House at the outbreak of the troubles, and that
Weed stated to him that he (Weed) was an agent of the
Government to send troops and munitions of war to
Washington by way of the Chesapeake, and that he
wished to charter vessels for that purpose. Afterwards
Cummings called upon Comstock and showed him the
same authority that Weed had shown.

The Catiline was bought by Develin for $18,000. The
seller of the ship testified that he received, as security for
the purchase money, four notes of $4500 each executed
by Thurlow Weed, John E. Develin, G. C. Davidson, and
O. B. Matteson. Matteson had been a member of a pre-
vious Congress from TJtica, New York, but had been ex-
pelled from the House. The Catiline was chartered for
the Government at the rate of $10,000 per month for
three months, with an agreement that if she were lost in
the service the owners should be paid $50,000. The title
to the Catiline was, for convenience, placed in the name
of a Mr. Stetson.ssued two orders declaring his intention to confis-pediency
